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War and Revolution in Russia. 1914-1917. By General Basil 
Gourko. The Macmillan Company, New York, 1919. 8vo, pp. 420. 
Illustrated. Price $4.00. 

The author of this hook on memories and impressions of War and 
Revolution in Russia, was Chief of the Russian Imperial General Staff 
from November, 1916, to March, 1917, and Commander-in-Chief of the 
Western Armies, March, 1917, to June, 1917. The first half of the 
volume describes the fighting in East Prussia, Poland and Galicia. 
The second half pieces together those happenings in Russia which have 
puzzled, and are stil puzzling. Western Europe. It is one of the first 
books to be published, written by a man who himself played a promi- 
nent part in the great struggle of the nations. As such it is both 
of immediate interest and permanent historical value. 

National Governments and the Wobld Wae. By Frederic A. Ogg 
and Charles A. Beard. The Macmillan Company, New York, 1919. 8vo, 
pp. 603. Price $2.50. 

This volume deals mainly with comparative government and under- 
takes to show what the heritage and genius of the principal peoples 
lately engaged in the World War have meant in the shaping of con- 
temporary political institutions and ideas. It seeks also to describe 
the great changes wrought in governmental organization and procedure 
during the war, and to point out the major political problems that 
remain for settlement during the early years of peace. It was against 
a government conceived in military despotism and dedicated to the 
proposition that Kings can do no wrong that this country took up arms. 
It was also realized that, with Great Britain beaten and her colonies 
annexed to Germany, America would not be spared by a power founded 
on the sword. 

George Washington as a Man of Letters. By James Hosmer Penni- 
man, Litt.D. 1918. Pp. 52. 

"The knowledge of books," wrote Washington, "Is the basis upon 
which other knowledge is to be built." He therefore collected books 
and pamphlets on subjects of utility to himself, particularly those re- 
lating to agriculture, military affairs, and methods of government, 
subjects to which he devoted much consideration. Washington was also 
a great writer, as the collections of his manuscripts preserved in li- 
braries and private hands attest. He writes so clearly that it is not 
possible to misunderstand him, and his control of language is surpassed 
only by his control of himself. Dr. Penniman has prepared both a 
careful and interesting study of his subject, and as he pertinently 
states, ''to give a clearer idea of the character of Washington, is to 
set a higher standard for American patriotism." 

A History of Spain. By Charles E. Chapman, Ph.D. New York: 
The Macmillan Co., 1918. 8vo, pp. 559. Maps. Price, $2.60. 

This work, in part founded on the ''Historia de Bspafia y de la 
Civilizaci6n Espafiola," of Rafael Altamira, with the researches of Pro- 
fessor Chapman, during a residence in Spain, covers the evolution of 
Spanish life from the earliest times to the present, and, being brought 
within the compass of a single volume, is a commendable achievement. 
There have been other one-volume histories of Spain, but they have 
confined themselves almost wholly to the political narrative of events, 
treated from the standpoint of European history. Professor Chapman 
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has seen fit to lay more stress on the changing social, political, eeonomid, 
and intellectual institutions of Spain, and has not forgotten that the 
goal of Spanish history for American readers is not Europe, but the 
United States and Hispanic America. He has therefore selected those 
phases in the life of the Iberian Peninsula which have had the most 
marked influence in the development of the Spanish portions of the 
New World. The work is adapted for the use of the general public 
as well as for classes in Spanish history. 

The Romance of Old Philadelphia. By John T. Paris. Philadel- 
phia: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1918. 8vo, pp. 366. Illustrated. Price, 
$4.50 net. 

This work is not only of local interest, but appeals to the general 
reader. In the opening chapter, "Facing the Stormy Atlantic," are 
given extracts from the diaries of the settlers of their perils by land 
and sea, and their struggles with pioneer conditions, followed by 
chapters on "House Building and Home Making;" "The Beginning of 
City Government," on the basis of human happiness ; "Glimpses of Busi- 
ness Life," with incidents in the lives of famous merchants; "Social 
Life and Recreations," open-handed hospitality; belles and beaux flourish 
despite Quaker rule; "More Ways of Colonial Days," some lights and 
shades of social life, the rich and poor, and the famous markets of 
the city; "Early Schools and Schoolmasters," with quaint tales about 
them and their pupils; "Wise and Otherwise," superstitions, wit and 
humor of city worthies, and popular diversions; "Quaint Church Cus- 
toms," histories of famous churches, notable clergymen and still more 
notable church members; "Courtship and Marriage," famous love stories, 
trousseaux, wedding festivities, an early elopement, and blue-laws against 
coquetry; "Peep into the Post Bag," real letter-writing a mirror of 
the times and the domestic life of their authors; gossips, male and 
female; "When Travel was Difficult," humors and incidents of travel, 
horseback, by chariot and stagecoach and famous inns; "City of the 
Declaration," some early pacifists and ardent patriots, stirring scenes; 
and "Until the Capital went to Washington." Because of the unique 
part played by Philadelphia in the history of the nation, the records 
of those who lived and struggled there haA'e even more of general 
interest than a similar study of the pioneers of other sections of the 
country. Not only was Philadelphia the centre for a long period of 
the colonial life of the country, the city of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence and of the greatest activity during the Revolution, but the 
capital of the country during ten of the most critical years of the 
nation's life. Much of the material for the work has been gathered 
from the collections of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, and other 
notable sources. The illustrations are of the most various and interest- 
ing character. 



